
 

 

RecyCoal Ltd, Spinner Point, Lakeside Boulevard, Doncaster, United Kingdom DN4 5PL 
www.recycoal.com 

- 1 - 

 

Hesley Wood - Questions and Answers 

 

Noise 

Q: - All the plant machinery will be working within close proximity to resident properties and the noise will be 

horrendous. 

A: - Assessment carried out, background levels measured and calculations made on noise impacts.  At some 

point there will be machinery working behind the properties.  We will have to work within strict guidelines set 

by Sheffield City Council so as not to exceed acceptable noise levels.  Once we are at the closest distance to the 

properties there is the possibility of more considerate working hours, for example 8 until 5.30 as we have done 

on other sites. 

 

Q: - The wash plant will be operating 24hours a day, what about the noise from this? 

A: - The wash plant has been positioned as far away from residential properties as possible.  The background 

noise from the M1 is the main noise source and with sections of the tip acting as noise bund, the noise from the 

wash plant will not be heard.  Added to these factors the dominant wind direction of the site blows towards the 

motorway. 

 

Q: - If you remove the tree line at the back of Cowley Drive and Glenwood Crescent the noise of development 

will be unbearable for residents. 

A: - The tree line directly behind the residential properties is not within RecyCoal’s ownership and therefore will 

not be disturbed during the operations on the spoil heap.  In addition, RecyCoal will only remove those trees 

that are absolutely necessary to carry out the scheme. 

 

Q: - If you take the tip away we will be able to hear the M1 motorway. 

A: - The tip is being washed and reformed.  The new height of the tip will roughly be the same height as it 

currently stands.  At no point during the operation will all the tip be removed, it will be done in phases so it will 

still act as a noise barrier.  Once we have finished the contours will be more user friendly and the height will still 

act as a bund protecting the properties from the noise of the motorway. 

 

Q: I have read that noise levels will be 85 decibels, how are the residents supposed to cope with this 8 hours a 

day, 5 and a half days a week, for months? 

A: - Considerate working hours can be introduced when working at the closet distance to residential properties.  

At no time during working hours will the noise levels reach 85 decibels.  The maximum noise levels closest to 

the residential properties will not be greater than 55 decibels, apart from short term activities where up to 70 

decibels is permitted over short periods of time.  We have worked, and are working, within similar proximity to 

residential properties on other schemes and we have had no noise complaints from residents. 
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Transport 

Q: - What about all the vehicles that are going to be going through Chapeltown? 

A: - No coal lorries leaving the site will go through Chapeltown.  They will all be directed to the M1 Motorway.  

There will be a traffic management scheme which will be included within the contracts of the hauliers. 

    

Q: - All the vehicles that currently park on Smithywood Road won’t be permitted to park there during the 

operations.  They will all park in residential areas making them all car parks.  Where will cars park for weekend 

events such as cricket matches, car boot sales etc. 

A: - Smithy Wood Road currently accommodates around twenty cars.  Once all the spaces are full we are not 

aware that any currently park on Cowley Drive and Woodburn Crescent so there is no reason for them to do so 

during our operations.  If car parking is an issue at weekend then we can look at having the restriction in place 

Monday – Friday, allowing people to park there on a weekend to access any events.  

 

Q: - With the increased number of vehicles on the road as a result of the development, there is likely to be more 

traffic and accidents, especially on Cowley Hill.  

A: - The HGV’s arriving and leaving the site will be staggered over the course of the 12 hour operating day.  

There will be an estimated 2 or 3 coal delivery HGV’s per hour in each direction, adding minimal traffic to the 

highway and therefore won’t congest the road or increase accidents.  The Environmental Impact Assessment 

supports that the additional traffic can comfortably be accommodated within the existing highway network. 

 

Dust 

Q: - What about all the dust and pollution that the local residents will experience due to the operations? 

A: - The process of washing the coal is a wet one which keeps dust levels to a minimum.  RecyCoal have a series 

of operational polices which are used on other sites during dry conditions which include using a water bowser 

on the haul roads and exposed soils.  A number of dust monitors will be placed at sensitive receptors, as agreed 

with SCC, to monitor dust levels on a regular basis.  This is common policy at our other sites and we have never 

had a complaint.  The dominant wind direction blows away from the residential properties to the motorway 

which will take any dust, should it be present, away from the properties. 

 

Ecology 

Q: - What about all the trees you are going to destroy along with the ancient woodland which will be lost as a 

result of this scheme? 

A: - None of the ancient woodland will be disturbed as a result of our process; this will be identified and 

protected.  The trees which have emerged on the site self-set trees mainly birch.  As part of the restoration it is 

proposed to plant a much wider variety of tree species to provide a much more sustainable landscape.  A full 

ecological survey has been completed over a 12 month period to cover all aspects of ecology.  There will of 

course be some short term impacts but there will be no overall adverse impacts on the ecology or biodiversity 
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of the site as it currently stands and our proposals will create new habitats for a wide range of species and 

wildlife which will add to the diversity of the area.   

 

Q: - What are you doing with all the trees? 

A: - We will only remove the ones which are essential for the operational activities to take place.  We are 

currently exploring a number of avenues for how the trees can be removed and reused as sustainably as 

possible.  We are currently talking to Silvapower, a local supplier of biomass for woodfuel boilers etc. which 

includes local schools in Sheffield. 

 

Flooding 

Q: - The development will cause flooding of Chapeltown. 

A: - The development will not be permitted to allow a flow which is greater than the flow which currently exists.  

There will be a series of ponds and drainage rips across the site to deal with the issue of drainage which will 

reduce the final discharge to safe levels.  The Environment Agency will monitor very carefully the discharge rate 

and quality throughout the life time of the project. 

 

Q: - Where will all the water from the wash plant go?  This can’t be discharged into Blackburn Brook. 

A: - The Dual Density Natural Medium system RecyCoal uses is a closed loop system and no water is discharged, 

therefore no water from the washing procedure will be discharged into Blackburn Brook. 

 

Timing 

Q: - How long will the process take, there are rumours it will take ten years? 

A: - The initial setup of the plant will take 4/5 months.  Once the process of coal washing starts, it will take 3 

years.  This will be followed by a 6 month restoration period, so a total of 4 years.  RecyCoal will look after the 

site for a statutory 5 year aftercare period, carrying out any maintenance that is needed.  It is in our interest to 

finish the work as quickly as possible and conservative estimates of production have been used in calculating 

the above timescales. 

 

Development 

Q: - As you don’t own the site, what is going to happen when you have finished.  Will there be housing built? 

A: - RecyCoal bought the site from the Homes and Community Agency in January this year.  There are a number 

of possible options for who will own the site once we have finished but there will not be any hard development.  

The site will be public open space and an amenity for local residents.   

 

Q: - How will you stop the site been used by 4x4’s and motorbikes? 

A: - The fencing which is already in place near the entrance to the site and the pub will be maintained.  Access 

to the site near the old railway bridge and at proposed connections near Chapeltown Park and Coppice Rise will 

be controlled by A-frame barriers.  Our past experience of restoring such sites suggests that, once the landform 



 

 

RecyCoal Ltd, Spinner Point, Lakeside Boulevard, Doncaster, United Kingdom DN4 5PL 
www.recycoal.com 

- 4 - 

 

has been altered, it is less adventurous for such vehicles and as more people use the site then the area will 

become self-policing.  It is worth noting that currently in order to access our site, 4x4’s and motorbikes have to 

cross land which is out of our control. 

 

Q: - I enjoy walking my dog on the site but whilst you are washing the coal I won’t be able to do that for 4 

years. 

A: - The site is privately owned by RecyCoal and as such is not open to the ‘public’.  Once we have removed the 

coal and restored the land, the site will be officially opened to the public, offering a safe and relaxing 

environment for outdoor leisure activities. 

 

Q: - What about house prices?  With you working behind my house there is bound to be a reduction in the value 

of my house.  What if I want to sell it? 

A: - The creation of a safe area of public open space will remove the stigma of what will happen regarding the 

future of the site.  RecyCoal has carried out similar schemes throughout South Yorkshire and the verdict of the 

public has been very positive in dealing with issues similar to those at Hesley Wood. 

 

Q: - There is going to be houses built on the site. 

A: - There will be no houses or other forms of hard development.  The site will be restored in line with our 

proposals to amenity open space, forestry and public access. 

 

Q: - What happens to the site if RecyCoal goes bust after all the coal is taken out?  Or worse during the removal 

of the coal?  The site will be left in a mess and in a worse situation than it is now, an eyesore. 

A: - It is quite normal for a “Restoration Bond’ to be entered into to ensure that the site is restored if such an 

event were to occur. 

 

Q: - How is this funded?  Is tax payers money involved and if so how much? 

A: - The proposed scheme is privately funded and does not rely upon or is supported by any public funding. 

 

Q: - What are the working hours? 

A: - The wash plant will be operational 24 hours a day, from 7am on Monday until 1pm on Saturday, although 

usually the plant operates until 7am on the Saturday with maintenance taking place up until 1pm.  Activities on 

the spoil heap will be 7am-7pm Monday to Friday and 7am to 1pm on Saturdays.  There will be no working on 

the spoil heap on Sundays. 

 

Q: - I have heard you are going to be opencasting the site.  This is not suitable so close to properties. 

A: - RecyCoal specialises in the washing of old colliery spoil heaps and restoring the land to public open space 

and amenity.  We do not undertake opencast mining and the proposals which have been submitted for the 

planning application do not include any opencast operations. 


